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EXTRACT from the Minutes of the Hh, if Tobago, 
dated the 19th November, 1798. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY), 

THAT the Speaker do tranſmit to the Agent for 
the Culony, Copies in duplicate of a Report of the Com- 
mittce of both Houſes of Legiſlature appœinted to take 
in:o conſideration the Reſolutions of tie Houſe of Com- 
mons of bin April, 1797, and other Papers relative to 
the Increaſe of Negroes and the Melioration of their 
State, as the ſame has been amended and approved by 
this Houſe, with directions to communicate the ſaid Re- 
port to ſuch Proprietors of Eſtates and other Perſons 
intereſted in this Colony as may be reſident in Great 
Britain, 


(4 true Copy) 


GILBERT PETRIE, 


SPEAKER. 


JAMES STEWARD, 
Deputy Clerk of the Afſenibly. 


TO B A G O. 


THE COMMITTEE of both Houſes of Le- 
giſlature, appointed to take into conſideration 
the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of 
6th April, 1797, and a ſeries of Suggeſtions 
and Queries conſequent thereupon, handed to 
them by his Excellency the Governor, and 
dated Whitehall, 23d April, 1798, relative to 
the Increaſe of Negroes and the Melioration 
of their State, have given the ſubject that 
attention that its dignity and 1mportance 
required, and now ſubmit to this Houſe the 
reſult of their labour. 


— ñ — 


SUGGESTION I. 


In order to obtain the fulleſt information with reſpect 
to the preſent fituation of the Negroes, and at the ſame 
time to decide with propriety and effect on the future 
meaſures to be taken, it will be eſſential to review and 
report the Proceedings of the Legiſlature of the Iſland of 
Tobago on this ſubject during the laſt ten years, to ſtate 
the cauſes which are ſuppoſed to have retarded the incteaſe 
of the Slaves, the meaſures that have been taken, and 
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thoſe that, in the opinion of the Council and Aſſembly 
reſpeQively, may be taken, with a proſpect of ſucceſs, for 
the purpoſe of obviating thoſe cauſes. 


P.NSWER» 


Tus laſt ten years have been very unfavourable for 
improvements of cvcry kind in this Iſland, particularly 
to the framing of any laws for the better ing the ſituation 
of the Negroes. 

During the firſt five years of that time, that is, from 
1786 to 1792, this Iſland was under the dominion of 
France, and paiiwek of the gereral eommotions conſe— 
quent upon the Revolution, 

During tae former part of the laſt five years, the atten- 
tion of the Legillature was pi:acipally directed to the 
means of defence againſt Recapture by a tareatening 
encmy, more particularly from the contemplation of the 
barbarcus and favage manner in which the enemy carried 
on the war in the neighbouring Colonies, 

No ſooner were the alarms of the Legiſlature quieted 
by tie overthrow of the enemy, and the reſtoration of 
tranquillity in our ſiſter Colonies, than the alarms of the 
Legiſlature, and of the inhabitants in genz:al, were again 
e:: cited by the negociations for peace carrying on between 
Great Britain and France; by which they found that this 
devoted country was, wich others, held cut as a peace- 
oflering for the good of the Empire at large. 

This conſideration has produced ſuch a gene al dejection 
in tae minds of the inhabitants, as is very ulfavourable 
to perinanent regulations. 


But your Comu itteæe are happy to obſerve, that although 
the Legiſlature has not, for cheſe laſt ten years, taken any 
meaſures tuvwarcs bettering tac ſituation of tuc Negroes, 


there 
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were has been a very general and increafing diſpoſition 
maifeſt in the inhabitants towards that humane and laud- 
able object, which has had very conſiderable eſfe As; and 
whether it proceeds from a greater degree of civilization 
among the Negrocs, from the great number of Creoles 
now mixed wich the Africans, or fron the Planters being 
more cautious now than formerly in purchaſing Negroes 
of bad characters from the neighbouring Colonies, —or 
whether it is a reciprocal effect of greater attention and 
humanity on the part cf the Planter towards the Negro, 
we ſha!l not take upon ourſelves to determine; but the 
fact is notorious that crimes and puniſiments are much 
leſs frequent upon eſtates now than they were ten or 
fifteen years ago, and we cannot but indulge the pleaſing 

hope cf ſeeing them become leſs ſo. | 

The cauſes which have retarded the natural increaſe of 
the Negroes we thall coniider under three heads :— 

Iſt, Cauſes of Mortality. 
2dly. Cauſes which prevent the Production of Chil- 
dren. | f 

3ily. Cauſes which impede the Rearing of Children. 

That greater mortality takes place among the Negroes 
in this country than among an equal number of the human 
ſpecies in many other parts of the world, is a fact too 
ob. ivu5 to require proof, — The cauſes are numerous. 

Iſt. The natural unhcalthincfſs of the climate; for that 
it is inimical to the human conſtitution, and perhaps to 
animal liſe in general, is a fact that experience has too 
clearly demonſtrated to the inhabitants of this part of the 
world. 

J his cauſe of ſickneſs and mortality, although it can- 
not be totally removed, its eſfects might be mitizated by 
atienucn to the feeding, clothing, and lodging of the 

A4 Negroes; 
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Negroes z by preventing them from travelling by night, 
and by confining night-work in Crop-time within mo- 
derate bounds, 

Although we are confident that the Negroes in this 
Iſland are in general, if not better, at leaſt as well, fed, 
clothed, and lodged as thoſe in any of the other Welt 
India Colonies ; yet as there are in all ſocicties ſorne who 
either, from not knowing their real intereſt in ſuch 
caſes, do not purſue it, or who, for want of proper mo- 
tives, are not induced to do juſtice to thoſe who depend 
upon them,—and as the community at large cannot profit 
by regulations for the conduct of individuals, if the 
obſervance cf them by all be nct enforced—we therefore 
think it neceſſary, that in the attic'es of Food and Cloth- 
ing, the ſpecies and quantum ſhould be aſcertained by law; 
and we recommend the following flandard for each :— 


4 lbs. of ſalted Beef, or Negro, and a proportion- 
4 lbs. of ſalt Fiſh, or able quantity for children 


3 Ibs. of ſalted Pork, ory Per week for each working 
14 good Herrings of diſterent ages. 


As the allowance of dry proviſions ought to vary 
according to the ſeaſons of the year, and according to the 
ſtate of the Negroes' proviſion- grounds, it is impoſſible 
to fix it exactly: we ſhall therefore only ſuggeſt what we 
think ought to be the maximum, when, from hurricanes 
or unfavourable ſeaſons, the principal dependance of the 
Negroes is upon their Maſters : we ſay principal, be- 
cauſe at no ſeaſon of the year, even in weather the moſt 
unfavourable to the production of vegetable proviſions, is 
the {ole dependance of the Negroes on their Maſters for 
dry proviſions in this Colony, where they have, in gene- 
ral, as much ground, and cultivate it as well, as is neceſ- 
{iry for their maintenance. The maximum which, in 
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ſuch caſes as we have mentioned, we would recommend, is 
as follows : 


uarts of Wheat Flour, or each 
: 5 of Indian or Oatmeal, or 3 . 
7 Quarts of Ship Stuff, we and a preportion=- 
7 Quarts of IndianCorn,GuineaCorn, able quantity to 
or Peaſe, or Plantzins, Ignams, Po- altos of: dif. 
tatoes, Eddoes, or the like, in pro- ferent ages. 
portion GREY 


We are of opinion that the Negroes ought to be 
clothed twice every year (excepting the articles of blan- 
kets, of which we think one in two years ſufficient) ſay 


in the months of May or June, and in the month of 
December, viz. 


In MAY or JUNE. 


MEN, 
A Cloth Jacket 
A Hat 


A Frock, and 
A Pair of 8 of Oſaaburghs, 


WOMEN. 
A Cloth Jacket 


A Hat and coarſe Handkerchief 
A Petticoat, and | of Oſnaburghs. 


A Wrapper 
DECEMBER, 
MEN. : 
A Frock, and 


A Pair of Trowſers f of Oſnaburghs. 


WOMEFX, 


61% 
WOMEN: 
An Oſnburgh Petticoat, and g 5 
A ditto Wrapper 


6 Yards Oſnabu: ghs. 


T 


2dly. In confi dering the ſecond cauſe of mortality, regard 
muſt be had to ihe defeription of Negroes imported from 
Africa, which conſtitute more than nine in ten of the 
viole mnaber iu che Colony. A conſiderable part are 
of middle age, and many even more than that; not 
inured to labour in the former part of their lives, they 
ſull red the more by the change in their condition in 

that, as in other inſtances 
When the Iſland was firſt ſettled, theſe diſadvantages 
operated to a much greater degree than they did aiter= 
warus, and ilill more than they do now, from the progreſ- 
five change of citcumſtances favourable to the Negrocs. 
At firſt, when they were purcho#2d and taken to a ſettle- 
ment, tacy found 1cvw or none of their own country with 
hom they could converic, to whom they could impart 
their ſeats and other feclings, or from whom they could 
reccive information, inftruction, or comfort. In lodcing 
and in food, and often in clothing, their new Matters 
were deftcient themſclves, and therefore they could not 
furniſh for their Negroes as they wiſhed to have done.— 
There being no Houſes of Commerce then eitablifned in 
the Iſland, the Settlers depended on the Mcichants in the 
neighbouring Iſlands for ſupplics of neceilarics, which 
vere, neither in point of quantity wor of tine, adequate 
to their wants. Such was in general the ſituation of the 
Vie lunabitants and of their Negroes in Jobago at 
the Commencement of its ſettlement; and when that is 
conlidercy, the great mortality Which prevailed will not 
excite 


E 


excite wonder. But ia proceſs of time, as the ſituation 
of both the Whites and Blacks became more comſo:t- 
able, the ſickneſs and mortality among both decreuicd ; 
and at this day the fituation of the latter is fo much im- 
proved, that even among thoſe imported from Africa thee 
is not, after a reſidence of ten or twelve years, more 
mortality than among Creoles, At preſent, the Negrocs 
in general, who have cither been born, or have reſided a 
few years in the country, are, as was formerly obterved, 
well lodged, well clothed, and well ſupplied with provi- 
fons, eſpecially ſuch as are preduced by their own induſ- 


try, upon which they juſtly ſet a higher value than upon 
thoſe given to them.-—All theſe comforts, particularly 


the benefits ariſing ſrom induſtry, are communicated to 
the new comers, who, being divided among the old Ne- 
grocs, are in a manner adopted by them, and become a 
part of their families.—It muſt be obvious, that for all 
purpoſes of advantage to the Proprietors of Eitatcs, Ne- 
groes under the middle age are preferable to ſuch as are 
older; and as the former will not on'y become {ooner 
{-o\oned to the country, and ſooner fit for work, but be 
more caſily civilized, and more ſuſceptible of inſtruction 
than the latter, it would be eligible to lay a duty on the 
importation of all Negroes above twenty years of age. 

This meaſure appears to your Committee of the high- 
eſt importance at this moment, when the Legiſlatures of 
the other Weſt India Iſlands ſeem determined to attempt 
the inſtruction and civilization of the Neqgrocs.— Young 
Africans may be civilized; but old men and women 
cannot be expected to forget their country language; 
and with it they are likely to retain their þarbarous cuſ- 
toms and habits, 
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3 dx. The general practice among the Negroes of tra- 
velling by night, more particularly to night aſſemblies, 
when they drink to exceſs, and practiſe all manner of 
debauchery, ariſing from the natural heat of the climate, 
the ſtimulus of diſlilled ſpirits, and the lewd dances which 
they practiſe from evening to morning, and afterwards 
walk perhaps eight or ten miles to their work. —It is 
impoſſible to conceive a practice more calculated than 
this is to produce ſickneſs, to ruin the conſtitution, and 
bring on premature old age in any country, but more 
particularly in this. This practice can only be put a 
ſtop to by a vigoreus co-operation of the Magiſtrates, 
Proprietors, and Managers, with the Legiſlature ; but 
the difficulty of effecting a reform ſo much calculated to 
preſerve the health and morals of ſo uſeful a claſs of 
people ought not to deter them from undertaking it, 

4thly. The too frequent and liberal uſe of diſtilled 
ſpirits—that poiſon fo greedily coveted by all ſavage na- 
tions,—In a country like this, where it is fo plentiful, it 
may be difficult, perhaps impoſſible, to prevent the abuſe 
altogether ; but even the mitigation of it merits the ſeri- 
ous attention of the Legiſlature. The Magiſtrates 
and Proprictors, perhaps, employing perſons in each town 
and pariſh, tied by their intereſt to be vigilant in diſco- 
vering, and prompt in informing againſt ſuch perſons as 
ſcll rum to Negroes, might have a good effect, and who 
might moreover be bound by an oath to do their duty. 

For although the law has laid heavy penalties on the 
renders of rum to Negroes, and has held out encou- 
ragement to informers, yet the evil ſtill continues, for 
want of inſormers, as well as from the decreaſe of popu- 
lation, chere not being a ſufficient number of White Men 
111 the Colony to ſuperintend the neceſſary operations, and 
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maintain the interior police of the Plantations, much lets 
to act as Magiſtrates and in other offices neceſſary tor 
carrying into execution the laws now exiſting. 
5thly. Want of ſufficient attention in feeding, clothing, 
and lodging of lazy indolent Negroes; for ſuch there are 
on every Plantation, ſuch as ought not to be entruſted 
with a week's, not even a day's, allowance, nor with the 
drefling of a fingle meal for themſelves: for ſuch Ne- 
grocs? food ſhould be prepared and ſerved to them daily, 
as is done for the ſick, and for thoſe imported from Africa 
until they become capable of taking care of their food, 
and preparing it themſelves. A comfortable houſe ought 
alſo to be erected upon each eſtate, with a boarded plat- 
form, for the accommodation of Negroes of that deſcrip- 
tion. A proper perſon ought alſo to be appointed to 
inſpect their clothing daily, to prevent their diſpoſing of 
it for rum or tobacco, which they would do if not pre- 
vented, Although we are ſenſible that due attention in 
this inſtance is paid by the greater part of all thoſe who 
are entruſted with the charge of Negroes in this country, 
yet, for the reaſons we have before given, we think that 
ſuch regulations as thoſe here laid down, modified accord- 
ing to circumſtances, ought to be enforced by law ; for 
we are perſuaded that a number of Negroes would there- 
by be ſaved from falling victims to that formidable ſcourge 
called the Mal de Stomac, which has carried off near!y 
one half of all the grown Negroes which have died in this 
Iſland. This diſorder is by no means ſo fatal now as it 
was formerly, owing, in a great meaſure, to the Negroes 
being more capable of dreſſing their own viRuals, more 


attentive to their clothing and lodging, and to their keep - 
ing themſelves cleaner. 
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billy. Ve cannot but conſider the great number of 
zbſcent Proprictors as a cauſe of decrezte of Slaves in 
this as in every Idand in the Weſt Indies. —-We mean 
not by this to throw any N s on the Attornics or 
Marn.gers of the abicnt Proprieurs, by ſuppoſing tact 
leſs actuated by principles of humanity than the Pro- 
prietors; but allowing them to be periccily equal in 
that reſpect naturally, yet it muſt be allowed, at the fame 
time, that there are ſome conliderations peculiar to the 
Proprictor, which muit caſt the balance in his favour.— 
Firſt, the attachment that naturally tales place between 
the Moſter and the Slave, from the idea of property.— 
Again, the Maſter has the conſideration of his own inte- 
reſt in a greater degree than the Attorney or Manager, 
o aid his humanity, ſo as to make him more attentive to 
the wants of his Negro—to his complaints of every 
Kind, and to prompt him to adminiſter to his comfort and 
happineſs in general, as the beit means of enſuring his 
health, which with his own interett is ſo intimately con- 
nected, Thi principle in our nature does not eſcape the 
obſervations of the Negroes themſelves, wao, when they 
plead with ſervour, eicher to obtain an indulgence, or to 
avoid a puniſhment, frequently put the emphatic queſtion 
to the Mater, „ Am I not your {lave ??” 

Moreover, by the current opinion of the country, more 
particulaiiy by that of che ablent Froprietors, an Attorney 
or Manager is eimated good or bad, according to the 
relative propo; tion between the quantity of the crop and 
the number of Nen rocs; but the number of Negroes 
loit in making the crop, or the number of Cxcoles reared, 
are ſeldom heard of. SD 

To counteract this miſchief, a tax ought to be laid 
on all abſent Proprietors, to be reſeryed as a fund for 
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the encouragement of hvmanity and core cf Negronh, 
in ſuch a manner as the Legidlature ſliall judge moſt 
proper. 

The Legiſlature ought a'ſo to adopt ſuch meaſures as 
to it mall appear beſt calculated to bring the health and 
increaie of the Negrocs into tae fore- it und, inftcad of 
che number of hogthcuds of ſugar, or puncacons. of rum; 
ſo as to make the fermcr the c:iterion of character and 
the object of emulation, inleac of tne latter. 

Fer this purpote we recommend an Act to oblige every 
perſon owning or having charge of eſtates to give in, 
upon oath, once in every ycar, an exact liſt of the Slaves 
unde his charge; te Which ſhould be added the names 
of thoſe who have died, and of thoſe who have been born 
during the preceding twelve months, which ſhould be 
certified and ſworn to by the Surgeon who attended the 
eſtate during that time, who ſhould moreover ſpecify the 
diſordet of which each Negro died. 

It would alſo be uſeful ro have 2 general return made 
out trom the particular lis, and a certain number of 
them printed and diſtributed among the different eflates, 
and tranimitted to the ablent Proprietors; and a copy 
tranſmitted every ycar to the Agent tor the Colony, to be 
laid b fore the Secretary of State. 

We have now gone through che moſt prominent cauſes 
of the mortality or decreale of the Negroes, and have 
pointed out the means which in our opinion are beſt cal- 


Culated to mitigate or to remove them; and come now to 
the ſecond head. 
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THE CAUSES WHICH PREVENT THE PRODUCTION OF 
CHILDREN, 


1ſt. The premature, promiſcuous, and unreſtra'. - 
intercourſe which takes place between the fexe-, whicn 
the experience of every country has demonſtrated to be 
deſtructive of the principle of fecundity in fe na; s.— 
When young Negro women arrive near © ©. i of 
puberty in this country, they gen ally vive en pp to 
the dictates of the carnal ap tic, berg under mn foe 
ſtraint from ſhame, r tim any law human or divine: 
and a yours woman felcom fes with one aan wit re 
ſhe has wantoned ate years iu, libidinou variety, Aly 
deſtructive of ſruiiiu!:e's, heath, and mo:ils. tere we 
muſt obſerve, the ut aflemviics we nave are Gy wen- 
ti d, are a great induce ment lor young winen tO. ite 
malu fin;!e; becauſ: in that fate they can indulye their 
paſſions at ſuch nicetings without check or co:troul, 

Every Maſter muſt be pleaſed to fre his Negroes amuſe 
themſclves in innocent mirth, and pl.y upoa the Planta» 
tion; but promiſcuous n ht aſſemblies of eig ut or nine 
hundred Negroes of all deſcriptions of character, are 
r.:ther to be conf.ccred as ſeminaries of vice and de- 
bauckery, than places of innocent amui-ment,—We 
therefore again recommend that immediate and vigerous 
ſteps ſhould be taken for tha ſuppreſſion of this nurſery, 
in which miichiefs of various kinds take their rife. 

We muſt confe's, however, that ſerious and alarming 
as this evil is, the only means by which a remedy could 
be applied effectually, would be attended with very great 
difficulties, 


The 
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The occaſion or pretext of night- meetings of Ne- 
groes, never conſided to the Plantations where they are 
held, but reſorted to by Negrocs from different Planta- 
tions, ſometimes at a diitance of fever] miles, is the 
performance cf Funeral Rites. —1 his being 2 privilege 
which they have enjoyed ſince the firſt ſet'lement of the 
Colony, and a privilege to gtatify the ſcuſes in the enjoy- 
ment of pleaſure, the privation of it would be ſeverely 
felt as an injury, and confidered as injuſtice, unleis com- 
penſation were made by granting another privilege, that 
might, in their own minds, be deemed cquivalent to what 
they had loſt. To put an cnd to a ceremony which they 
certainly do conſider as an act of devotion towards the 
dead, would be cruel, and therefore ought not to be at- 
tempted. — To reſtrain the Negroes in the exceiles of all 
kinds which they commit upon tacſe occaſions, would, we 
apprehend, be impracticable; but by allowing the cere- 
mony to take place in the day-time, in place of the night, 
the bad effects would be not only leſs extenſive, but much 
leſs injurious to the Negroes to whom the indulgence 
would be given. "Thoſe from the neighbouring Flanta- 
tions, being employed under the eye of their Maſters, 
could not join ; and ſuppoſing, what indeed would always 
happen, that exceſſes in drinking were committed, yet the 
advantage of a night's reſt would immediately follow, 
and the Negroes might return to their work next morning 
without injury. 

2dly. The common cuſtom among the Negro Women 
of keeping their children from two to three years at the 
breaſt (often longer). —Although many Proprietors are 
convinced of the influence of this cuſtom in preventing 
the increaſe of children, yet the women are ſo attached 
to it, that individuals find it impracticable, without direct 
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force, to aboliſh it. But were a law paſſed to limit tae 
time of ſuckling, unleſs in pa; ticular cafes of ſickneſs or 
uncommon weakneſs, to be judged of by the Surgeon 
who attends the eflate, the cuſtom might be cafily abo- 


liſhed, 


THE CAUSES WHICH IMPEDE THE REARING OF 
CHILDREN. 


iſt. The Tetanus, or Locked Jaw, which generally 
ſeizes the child about the fixth or ſeventh day after the 
birth.— This in ſome years has been ubſcrved to be more 
prevalent than in others, and ſtill more lo upon particular 
eſtates, We have known eſtates for years tucceſhvely 
loſe almoſt every child born; and the fame <itates, with 
the ſame midwife, and the fame treatment in every re- 
ſpect, for an equal length of time, not loſe a ſingle child 
by that diſorder: from which it is probable, that this 
diforcer is to be conſidered as endemic of particular 
ſeaſons, of particular places, at particular times, and 
perhaps more or leſs ſo of all new-ſcttled Colonies in this 
part of the world. Such has been its ſeverity in this 
Colony, as to have carried off, in ſome years, about one 
third part of the children born. 

'This diforder, however, within theſe few years paſt, 
like ſome others to which the Ifland was ſubject, has, as 
the country advanced in cultivation, become leſs fre- 
quent. 

2dly. The great proportion of African women in this 
Iſland, which experience tells us are not fo ſucceſsful in 
rearing their children as the Creoles, who have relations 
and connections upon the eſtates to aſſiſt and inſtruct 
tem in rearivg their offspring. 


3dly. 


1 


34y. The frequent ſeparation of min and wife when 


they have young children.—in theie cates the children 
always ſuffer, as no care of a Proprietor or Manager can 
make up for tue loſs of the joint care of parents. A 
marriage ceremony, and fome ceremony alio when a 
{ſeparation is abſolutely neceſſary, migut render ſuch ſepa- 
rations Jeſs frequent. Fremiums for permanent attach- 

eats, even puntihment for ſeparation without juſt cauſe, 
would alſo be very ſalutary in promoting the one, and pre- 
venting the other, and would not a little tend to the in- 
creaſe of population. 

Further, with a view of facilitating this deſirable object, 
the rearing of Creoles, your Commictee recommend a 
law to prevent young children being carried to the field 
with their mothers, which is too general a practice; and 
to oblige every eſtate to keep a Nurſery, or proper houſe 
for the 1cception of young children during the hours of 
field labour, with nurfes, and a ſufhicient quantity of 
food, ſuitable to the age of the children. The nurtes 
ought to be ſuch as the women, whoſe children they are 
to take care of, have the greateſt confidence in for care 
and humanity ; and every complaint made by che mothers, 
of neglect or ill-treatment of the children on the part of 
the nurſes, ought to be ſtrictly attended to, as we con- 
ſider every encouragement given to the maternal affection 
as a ſtep towards civilization. The children ſhould con- 
tinue in this Nurſery until ſuch time as they can be uſeful 
to their parents they are tevcral years before they are 
ſerviceable to their Maſters, The advantages which 
thoſe who have adopted this regulation have derived fro: 
it, afford a well-grounded hope that the moſt beneficial 
effects would be produced by the genera! adoption 


33 
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But of all the means of promotiag population among 
the Negroes, and at the ſame time of aitaching them to the 
cſtates, and (if we may uſe the expreſſion) of naturaliz - 
ing them to the country, none, in our opinion, ſeem {5 
well adapted to the end as thoſe which tend to inſcil into 
them habits of induſtry, and to inſpire them with a dere 
of property; for when once obtained, it is held ſ:crec, 
and we have no inſtance of a Negro being deprived of 
his property by his Maſter, or prevented from bequeath- 
ing it at his death to ſuch of his relations or friends as he 
thinks proper. | 

To produce the firſt, it is neceſſary to convince the 
Slave that his own labour and induſtry are capable cf 
drawing from the foil ſufficient ſubſiſtence for himſelf and 
ſan:ily.— To produce the ſecond, it is no leſs neceſſary to 
impicts his mind with a conviction of the ſecurity of his 
property.— Jo convince him of the firſt, a ſufficient 
quantity of good land ought to be given to the Negro, 
and a !{uAcicat portion cf time ſecured to him by law to 
cultivate it. 

It muit not however be inferred, from the various re- 
oulations which we have recommended for the encou- 
ragement of induſtry among the Negroes, either that the 
generality cf them are wanting in diſpoſition, or in the 
means of providing amply for their ſuſtenance in that 
reſpect; nor is it our intention t- convey an idea that 
due encouragement to induſtry is rot held out by tlie 
reſident Proprietors or Managers of clates in this Celonv. 
The contrary is the fact, excepting ſon:e, but not many, 
iaſcances, throughout the Iſland. Al! that we propu;e by 
enumerating ttc different means by which induſtry may 
pe promoted and productive of ics end, is to render uni— 


verſa] 
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verſal advantages, which we allow to be generally poiteiicd 
by the Negroes in this liland, 


QUERY IT. 


Wuar has been, during tlc laſt ten yeors, the annual 
in:portation of Slaves into tuis Iland ?=How many of 
them have been re-exporied ? ito which lift oucht to be 
added the number tron rted of tac Iſtand undar judicial 
ſentences, the nuniber ce cuted fur crimes, and the num- 
ber of thoſe who hare teen itulen, pirate, or l idnapped). 
What has been, on a compariſon cf births and deaths, the 
annual difference between them ?—VWhit piyperiien of 
the number imported have been wanted fur the ſjupply 
of the eſtates actually fertl-d,—and what for the annual 
increaſe of cultivation, as far as the fame can be aſcer- 
tained ? 

ANSWER». 

No documents are to be found of the number of Ne- 
groes in the Colony during the time that the French held 
the Iſland, it being probable that all ſuch documents were 
deſtroyed by the fire that happened in the town of Scar- 
borough in the year 1790,—On the iſt day of July, 1795, 
'by a return in the Treaſurer's office, it appca:s that the 
number of Negroes then in the Ifland was 15,460; and. 
on the iſt of Auguſt, 1797, by another return in the 
ſame office, that the number was then 15,199: no return 
has yet been made for 1793.—TIt further appears, ſlrom a 
certificate of the Collector of the Cuſtoms, that from 
iſt July, 1795, to iſt July, 1797, 1533 Negroes were 
imported; and from a certificate of the Provoſt Marſhal, 
hve were tranſported for crimes, and three hanged for 
murder during that time.—lt alſo appears, that of the 
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Corps of Pioneer Negroes, raiſed in October, 1795, for 
the ſervice of Government, and ſent to Martinique, cighty 
never returned; and further, that of the Corps of Negrocs 
raiſed for the ſervice of the Colony, one died on the ex- 
pedition againſt Porto Rico. 

From which it appears, that the natural decreaſe for 
theſe two years was 714 Negroes, that is, 357 per annum, 


which is nearly 2,'s per cent. The account will ſtand as 
follows :—- 


Number of Negroes imported into Tobago 
from 1ſt July, 1795, to 1ſt Auguſt, 1797 1, 563 


Number exported =<--=-- 


———— 30 
—i 

Peduft ditto tranſportel during that time 5 

Ditto executed fur murder 0 3 


Number of Pioneer Negroes not returned 80 
One Negro of the Jager Corps dead at 
Poi to Rico — — 1 


Increaſe by importation 1,444 

Increaſe of Negroes by the two Returns in Trea- 
ſurer's office — — 730 
Remains deficiency or decreaſe in two years 714 


— — 


As there are not above two or three eſtates in the Iſland 
fully ſtocked with Negroes, we may conclude that the 
whole of the Negrocs which have been imported, have 
been wanted for the increaſe of cultivation. 


SUGs« 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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SUGGESTION III. 


As the diſſolute manners of the Negroes have been 
given in evidence, as a principal cauſe of their deficient 
population, it would be ef: ntial to afcertzin whether the 
Legiſlature of the Iſland cannot hold our ſome encourage- 
ment to marriage, which may tend to counteract that 
diſpoſition whica leads the young women to proſtitution 
ſuch as directing that the firſt eſtabliſhment of married 
Negroes to a certain extent, to be ſpecified, ſhall be made 
at the expence of the Maſter, and beſtowing ſome matk 
of diſtiaction or favour, ſuch as difference of dreſs; and 
ſome pecuniary annual reward on ſuch parents as ſhall 
have reared a child (and thoſe rewards to increaſe with 
the number of children): and whether it may not be 
advantageous to hold out rewards and encouragements to 
ſuch midwives as ſhall have been particularly ſucceſsful 
in bringing children into the world, and in treating and 
directing the treatment of them for the firſt fortnight 
after their birth? Should not pregnant women be ex- 
empted from held labour during a certain period, fay 
the laſt ſix weeks or two months of their pregnancy, and 
from all labour, excepting taking care of their children, 
for the ſame time after delivery? To multiply and 
rear the human ſpecies, there muſt be a marriage, or 
ſomething to that effect: a contract of this kind is 
actually neceſſary. At the time of delivery the mother 
can only take care of the child, and requires the aid and 
alſiſtance of the ſather to take care of herſelf. 


ANSWER. 


= IN addition to the ſuppreſſion of theſe nurſerics of vice 
and debaucherv, night aſſemblies, and preventing the 
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Nezroes from travelling by night, we think it may be 
uſcful to hold out ſome encouragement to matrimony 
among the Negroes; ſuch as the erection of a comſort- 
able houſe at the Maſter's expence for a young woman 
upon her marriage, provided the huſband has not ſuch a 
houſe already. Goats, hoge, or ſtcck of ſome kind, to 
the value of ſoy ſixtcen or twenty dollars, might alſo be 
given her. "The married woman might alſo be clothed 
with Check inftead of Oſnaburęghs. 

We believe the cuſtom to be pretty general of Maſters 
giving prei-nts to young children at Chriftmas, and alſo 
to midwives who have been ſucceſsful in rearing cl)i!- 
dre; but in order to render it ſtill more gencral, a law 
might be paſied to entitle the midwife to receive one 
dollar from the Proprietor of cvery child he ſhall bring 
into the world, as ſocn as the child is one month old, and 
to obli.e the Proprictor, o pcifon ad ing for him, to pay 
one dollar at Chriſtmas to the mother of every child 
born on the eſtate (and living) ſince the picceding 
Chiiſtmas, reſerving further rewards and premiums to 
the diſcretion of the Proprietor, Attorney, or perſon hav- 
ing the charge cf the Plantation, Pregnant women in 
this country have particular indulgences; and we bclicve 
there are few or no inſtances of women, after it is known 
they are with child, being continucd in a gang il.at may 
occai:onally be employed in laborious work, On large 
eſtates, the pregnant women, and tha wamen vho have 
young children, generally form a gang cf themſelves, and 
do not work above ſ:x or {even hours in the day in the | 
belt weather, Their work is lighter, and their indulgence, 
in reſpect to time of working, is increaſed as they advance 
in pregnancy; but total inactivity, experience has tauęlſt 
us, is equally prqqudicial to mother and child: the firſt 
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Scnerally ſwells in the lower extremicies, and the latter 
coins into the world in a fickly ſtate.— After delivery, 
the midwife and another woman, who is generally one of 
the lying-in woman's own chuſing, continue wich her 
during the firſt fortnight. On ſome eſtates the cuſtom 
is to allow four, on others five, and on others {1x weeks 
to lying- in women, We are of opinion that the tine 
cught to be fixed by Jaw, and that five weeks is a proper 
time; but no lying-ia woman itould be diſmilled, even 
at that time, without the advice of the Surgeon who 
attends the eſtate, who ought to give a certificate under 
his hand, that the mother and child are in a condition to 
be diſmiſſed, 

Every Plantation ought to have a proper houſe for the 
reception of lying-in women; but when the woman 1:25 
a comfortable houſe, and has friends and connections upen 
the eſtate, ſhe ought to be indulged with lying- in in tie 
houſe to which ſhe has been accuſtomed. I his is always 
more agreeable to the woman, as well 2s to the huſband ; 
becauſe ſhe can, even in the ſtate in which ſhe is, act as 
a guardian over their ſtock, to ſce it ſed and taken care of, 


SUGGESTION IV. 


WHETHER it would not be for the intereſt of the 
- Planter, as well as for that of the Negroes, that the ma- 
ther of five or ſix children ſhould be exempted from «ail 
labour whatever, excepting that of attending to her 
family; and whether ſome lezillative proviſion could not 
be made, whereby the aftelment of certain taxes now 
paid, might be proportionably increaſed, where they fail 
on unmarried Negroes only? Such a proviſion would 
hold forth a till fur:ner encourtzement to Proprietors of 
eſtates, by promoting the 11:crcate of their Negroes by 


marriage. 
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marriage. And whether ſuch proviſion may not be itii! 
further extended, by exempting all Negro children from 
any taxes they are at preſent liable to, until they are of 
age to labour; and by progreſſively increaſing the amount 
of ſuch taxes, in proportion to the increaſing difference 
between the number of Negroes and the number of chil- 
dren on any eſtate? 


ANSWER. 


IT has been already ſaid that the time allowed to 
women after lying- in is from four to ſix weeks, and the 
general practice in this country is to allow to all Negroes 
on every eſtate half a day in every week for the cultiva- 
tion of their grounds, unleſs while they are employed in 
taking off the crops, when the eryneſs of the weather 
renders cultivation ineffectual. This we conceive to be 
a ſufficient allowance of time for the encouragement of 
induſtry in the one caſe, and for the health of women 
after delivery, and that cf the children, in the other caſe, 
But with a view further to encourage and promote the 
breeding and rearing of children, it raight be adviſeable 
to grant total exemption from labour to all mothers of fix 
children and upwards, fix of which bcing alive, 

And further, with a view to encourage the rearing of 
Creoles, when by the returns it ſhall appear that there 
has been a natural increaſe of Negroes on any Plantation 
for the preceding twelve months, the perſon having the 
charge of ſuch Plantation during that tiats, ſhould be en- 
titled to receive from the public treaſury the ſum of ten 
pounds for every ſurplus Negro; and the fix perſons 
having immediate charge of Plantations, who ſhall appear 
to have the greateſt natural increaſe for the preceding 


twelve 
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twel ve months, ſhould be entitled to receive from thepublic 
treaſury premiums according to the following rates ;— 


For the higheſt number 100 
the ſecond 90 
the third — 80 | 
the fourth 8 7 Pounds ſterling. 


the fifth — 
And the ſixth — 


7 
60 
50 


SUGGESTION v. 


WHETHER, in conſequence of the Act paſſed laſt 
Seſſion, whereby the laws are repealed which made 
Negroes chattels for the payment of debts, the Legiſlature 
of the Iſland wetild be diſpoſed to ſecure the Negroes on 
a Plantation from being liable to be ſeized for any future 
debts of their Maſters, contracted after paſſing a law for 
that purpoſe; and to ſubſtitute in favour of the Creditor, 
ſome other ſecurity equally ſummary and efficacious ? 
Would not ſuch a law, its effects being merely pro- 
ſpective, be beneficial to the Creditor, the Debtor, and the 
Negroes? And whether alſo, if the Legiſlature was by 
its authority unalienably to attach the Plantation Negroes 
to the ſoil, thereby putting them as nearly as poſſible in a 
ſtate of villanage, or as adſcript: glebe, a ſpecies of tenure 
that ſtill exiſts in many parts of Europe, ſo that it 
might not be lawful to remove them, except by their own 


conſent, ſuch a meaſure would not tend eflentially to the 
happineſs and welfare of the Negro ? 


ANSWER. 


Money has generally been borrowed by the Planters 
in this Iſland upon mortgage; and, by a law of the Co- 
lony, 


„ 


lony, in theſe caſes, the land and Slaves can never be 
ſeparated. | 

Whenever Negroes have been removed ſrom one 
Plantation to another, it has beer an invariable rule that 
families ſholl on no account be ſeparated, that every con- 
venience they e:joyed in their former ſituation fhcul be 
made at leaſt equal in their new eſtabliſhment; in con- 
ſeq uence of which, ſeldom any repugnance is ſhewn by 
them to a change of habitation, unleſs perhaps that their 
new place of abode is farther removed from the market 
town than their former one: —and were any law to be 
paſſed, preventing the removal of Negroes frem one 
eſtate to another, it would be à hindrance to the ſettle- 
ment of any new Plantations in the Colony, which never 
could be carried on without a certain proportion of ſea- 
ſoned Negroes along with the new ones which might be 
purchaſed, 


SUCGTISTION VI. 

As the inſtruction of Negroes is of the utmoſt cr 
ſequence, it would be important to know whether the 
Legiſlature of the [land has in view any particular modes 
of eſfecting this purpoſe ; and what ſpecies or degree of 
encouragement it would be difpoſed to held out to ſuch 
Miſſionaries as might be found properly qualified for that 
purpoſe, and who would undertake that duty, —cither by 
enacting that ſuch Mifionarics ſhould procuic, in ſavour of 
the eſtate where they are employed, certain privileged 
immunities and ad\ antages, or in what other manner their 
ſervices ſhould be rewarded by the Iſland? This would 
lead to the general eftabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion 
among the Negrces, it would better eſtabliſſi marriages, it 
would reſtrain promiſcuous intercourſe, and impreſs their 

minds, 
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wude, in a ſimpie yet forcible manner, with the great 
truths ef morality. 

ANSWER. 
For the reaſons ſet forth in the anſwer to the firſt of 
thete Suggettions, the Legiſlature has not deliberated upon 
tis lubject. Ve are of opinion, however, that imme- 
diate mcalures ought to be adopted by the Legiſlature, to 
endeavour to inſti] into the minds of the Negroes the 
principles of religion and morality: for although ſome 
attempts have been made towards the accompliſhment of 
ſo Ceiirable an object in this Iſland without ſucceſs, yet 
we are perſuaded that the failure proceeded rather from 
the feeble manner of making the attempt, than from the 
impraQticability of the meaſure. Former attempts were 
only the efforts of one or two individuals, unſupported by 
law; but were a general and ſerious effort to be made 


by the Planters at large, ſupported by law, we cannot 
doubt of its ſucceſs. 


We therciore recommend immediate meaſures being 
taken t provide for ſuch a number of Miflicnarics as the 
Legiſlature may judge neceflary for that purpoſe. Theſe 
we !:411k cugnt to be men rather conſpicuous for piety 
and their exemplary manuer of life, than for learning; 
and with that view we beg leave to recommend Miſſion- 
aries from the Society for propagating the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts. But as example has a much better effect 
than preccpF the White Inhabitants ought, by regular 
attendance at the plzces of public worſhip, to ſet the 
example of piety and devetion to the Negrces. 


SUGGESTION VII, 


As the inſtruction of the Negroes is a principal mea- 
ſure towards the attainment of the great object propoſed 


in 
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in theſe Suggeſtions, and as the docility of young Ne- 
groes will render it much more cafy to inſtruct them than 
thoſe more advanced in years, would it not be of great 
advantage to the Iſland to lay ſuch a tax on the importa- 
tion of all Negroes above twenty or twenty-five years of 
age, as would not fail to operate as a premium on the 
importation of thofe under that age (ſuch an act has juſt 
paſſed in Jamaica): or, if it was thought proper. a 
premium might be granted on the importation of Negroes 
under the above-mentioned age, at the ſame time a tax 
was laid on the importation of thoſe who excceded ig? 


ANSWER, 


Wx are of opinion that a tax ſhould be laid on all 
Negrocs imported above twenty-five years cf age, and 
that a premium ſhould be paid on all fema'e Negtoes 
imported between the ages of eight and twenty. 


SUGGESTICN VIII. 


WHETHER it would not be important that Veſtry 
Courts ſhould Lec cftubliſhed for the protection of Slaves, 
by an Act cf the Legiſlature, ſimilar to tht which has 
been paſſed in Grenada, whereby periot ©. oi character aud 
property in the ſeveral pariſhes are at piuted as iuſpectors, 
or viliters, to ſuperintend and enforce all the regulations 


enacted in favour of the Negrocs? » 


ANSWER. 


We are of opinion that an appointment of two or 
three Guardians of the Rights of Neg:oce in every pariſh 
would anſwer the end in view better than Veſtry Courts. 
Such Guardians ought to be men of the firſt property and 
character in the pariſh, and ſhould be inveſted with full 

power 
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power and authority to ſee every law relative to the 
Negroes put in execution; and not only empowered, but 
enjoined by an oath, to perfor that duty. They ought 
to take cognizance of all complaints of ill- treatment 
made to them by the Negroes in the pariſh, and to have 
authority to order ſuch Negro or Negroes before them 
as they may judge neceſſary for the elucidation of the 
ſubject of complaint; and alſo to ſummon ſuch White 
Men as they may judge neceſſary, and them to examine 
upon oath relative to the ſubjet of complaint before 
them; to redreſs the real grievances of the Negioes, or 
to order ſuch puniſhments to be infli on 1'egroes 
making groundleſs complaints of ill-treay ent .hykgheir 
Maſters as they ſhall think proper, ſo far as the aw ſhall | 
authorize them ſo to do. 

The Guardians ought alſo to viſit every eſtate in the 
pariſh once every ſix months, to inſpect the lodgings of 
the Negroes, the hoſpitals, nurſeries, and proviſion- 
grounds, and to ſee that the laws reſpecting feeding, 
clothing, &c. of the Negroes, are put in execution. 

A variety of other regulations have occurred to your 
Committee, all tending towards the melioration of the 
ſtate of the Negroes; but as they do not ſeem imme- 
diately connected with any of the foregoing Queries and 
Suggeſtions, we reſerve the detail of them for the con- 
ſideration of the Committee that probably will be ap- 
pointed to prepare a Bill for that purpoſe. 


I DO 


En 


I DO hereby certify that the above is 2 
true Copy of a Report m to the Altembly of Tobago 
by thrꝛe of its Member Bd who, with two Members of 
Council, were appointed a joint Committee of both 
Houſ.s, to take into conſideration a Reſolution of the 
Hou? of Commons of the 6th April, 1797, and a Series 
of Suggeſtions and Queries received from his Excellency 
the Governor, and dated Whitchall, the 23d of April 
laſt, relative to wie Increaſe of Negroes, and the MIeliora- 
tion of their State, as the ſame was, after mature delibe- 
ratiau alt examined, and amended by this Rouſe, 


4 


Jobago, 24 October, 1798. 


| GILBERT PETRIE, Speaker. 


